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Dear Zirpine Zirpevich: Letters from a Five-Year-Old in Wartime Berlin 


On January 30, 2026, the Märkisches Museum in Berlin received a remarkable donation from Jill: a collection of correspondence dating from 1942, comprising letters exchanged in wartime Berlin between five-year-old Irene and her imaginary mouse, Zirpine Zirpevich. 


These 37 letters will become part of an exhibition at the Märkisches Museum, telling a beautiful story of parenting during wartime, teaching five-year-old Irene to read and write, and helping her develop an emotional language of her own. They grew out of the creative idea of Irene’s parents to use letter writing as a way to nurture her education and emotional development while helping her navigate life in Berlin under bombardment. 
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und das Urheberrecht bei dem/r Einlieferer/in liegt
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